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SUBJECT: Maintenance and Repair: Heritage Permit Process for the property
located at the David Dunlap Observatory Lands — 123 Hillsview Drive
(Town File No. D12-07228)

PURPOSE:

To seek Heritage Richmond's consideration regarding the conditions under which a
heritage permit is required with respect to the maintenance, repairs, and/or restorations
of the heritage attributes located at the designated David Dunlap Observatory Lands.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

That Heritage Richmond Hill recommends to Council that the conditions
under which a heritage permit will be required for the designated David
Dunlap Observatory Lands, as outlined in Appendix “A” of SRPRS.13.145,
be endorsed.

Contact: Joanne Leung, Manager of Urban Design, x.5498
Matthew Somerville, Heritage and Urban Design Planner, x.5529
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BACKGROUND:

The David Dunlap Observatory Lands located at 123 Hillsview Drive are designated as
a Cultural Heritage Landscape (CHL) under the Town’s Designating By-law No.100-09,
which identifies both built and landscape elements as heritage attributes to be
protected. The 2010 Council approved DDO Conservation Management Plan (DDO
CMP) provides comprehensive short and long term guidance in the conservation and
management of those attributes.

According to the Ontario Heritage Act, no owner of a designated property shall alter the
property without local Council’s written consent, which is granted after a detailed review
to determine how the proposed changes to the property may enhance or adversely
affect the heritage resources. This review process is called the Heritage Permit process.

General maintenance and repair work on a heritage property should be performed
periodically and in a timely manner. In accordance with the Standards and Guidelines
for the Conservation of Historic Places in Canada many of these activities are exempt
from heritage permit review. At its January 2014 meeting, the Heritage Richmond Hill
Committee discussed the on-going maintenance of the DDO heritage resources and
recognized that there should be clarity differentiating the rehabilitation projects requiring
detailed heritage review and Council’'s approval, and typical maintenance and repair
works which could be exempt.

This staff report clarifies the requirement of heritage permits with respect to the

maintenance and conservation activities provided in the DDO Conservation
Management Plan, and seeks Heritage Richmond Hill's endorsement.

DISCUSSION:

In accordance with the Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Historic
Places in Canada, the following are examples of conservation actions that usually do
not require the approval of a heritage permit:

e Any interior alterations, unless interior elements are specifically defined in the
Reasons for Designation/Cultural Heritage Attributes or if interior work will affect
the external appearance of the property;

e Structural repairs, unless they affect the external appearance of the building or
overall structural integrity;

e Painting, unless on previously unpainted masonry;

Continuing maintenance or small repairs with the same materials such as,
repairs to soffits, weather stripping, eavestroughs, and downspouts;

e Replacement of cladding material or roof treatments with the same materials,
scale and dimensions (e.g. asphalt shingles with asphalt shingles, or wood siding
with wood siding);

e Repair of broken glass; Repairs to existing fence, unless specifically defined in
the Reasons for Designation/Cultural Heritage Attributes;

e Planting and/or removal of minor vegetation; ] 7 1
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e Replacement and repair of driveways and walkways with the same materials.

The DDO CMP provides long and short term management guidance to key components
in the designated area: the landscape, the Administration Building, the farm house Elms
Lea, and the Observatory Building. In the CMP, each of these components are
presented in individual sections containing descriptions of the attributes, their routine
and cyclical maintenance requirements, as well as more complex and specific
rehabilitation projects in the long term.

In response to the January 2014 HRH discussion, staff have prepared a heritage
resource management chart clarifying which conservation activities provided in the CMP
will require Council approval, and which can be exempt from the heritage permitting
process. Following the best practice principles from Standards and Guidelines for the
Conservation of Historic Places in Canada, any upgrading or rehabilitation of the
resources requiring Council consent are marked as “Yes” in the heritage permit column;
while those activities that are part of a cyclical routine maintenance are marked with a
“No”. The chart is attached as Appendix ‘A’ to this report.

FINANCIAL/STAFFING/OTHER IMPLICATIONS:

There is no financial or staff resource implication at this time.

RELATIONSHIP TO THE STRATEGIC PLAN:

A careful consideration of the maintenance and rehabilitation of a designated property
aligns with the direction to “steward Richmond Hill's heritage resources”, and
implements Outcome 2 of Goal 3 which is the promotion of a sense of identity and place
through “the celebration, promotion and enhancement of the Town'’s unique places”.

CONCLUSION:

The Heritage Permit process allows the Town to review site-specific applications to
determine how proposed changes to a designated property may enhance or adversely
affect the integrity of the heritage resources.

The attached resource management chart (Appendix A) clarifies the requirement of
heritage permits with respect to the maintenance and conservation activities provided in
the DDO Conservation Management Plan, and presents a reasonable and logical
approach to the conservation needs of the heritage resources while meeting Federal
Standards as provided by Parks Canada.
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Appendices

“A” DDO Heritage Resource Management Chart
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