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TI-IE CORPORA Tl ON OF THE TOWN OF RICHMOND HILL 

BY-LAW NO. ,290-98

A By-law lo Aulhoriz.e the designation or

I 000 IZigin Mills [Zoacl East, the Steckley-Eyer House 
under the 011/ario I leri/({i;e Ac! 

WHEREAS Section 29 of lhc 011/ario Heriloi;e ;lcr, R.S.O. 1990, authorizes the Council 
of a municipality lo enact by-laws lo clcsignalc real properly lo be of historic or architectural 
value or interest; 

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Town of !Zicb111oncl J-Iill has 
caused lo be scrvecl on the owners of the lancls ancl premises known as ] 000 Elgin Mills Road 
"asl. Richnwncl Hill, and upon the Ontario I lcrilagc Foullliillion, notice of inlcnlion lo so 
clcsig1wle lhc aforesaid real properly ,rncl has caused such notice or intention lo be published in a 
newspaper having general circulation in the 111unieipality; 

AND WHEREAS lhe reasons f'or designation nre set out in Schedule "A" attached hereto; 

NO\V THILREFORE THE COUNCIL OF Tl!E CORPORATION OF TflE TOWN OF 
RICHMOND HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

I. Thal the real properly located al I 000 Elgin Mills Road !2asl, being Part of Lot 26,
Concession 2, comprising I G. IO :icres in the Town of Richmond Hill, formerly Township
or Marklrn111, in the Regional Municipality or York, more p;irlicularly clescribed in
Schedule 13 allachcd herclo. is hereby dcsignalecl Ull(lcr part IV of lhc 011/orio l!crilogc
Ac!, R.S.O. I 990, as being ofhisloric or mcliiteclurnl value or inlcrcsl.

2. Thal lhe Clerk is hereby aulhoriz.ecl lo cause a copy of this by-law lo be served on the
owner of the aforesaid properly mid on the Ontario I-Jerilage Foundation and lo cause
notice of the passing of lhis by-1:iw lo be published in a newspaper having general
circulation in the municipality.

J. Thal lhe Town Solicitor is hereby aulhoriz.ccl lo c:iuse a copy of this by-law. lo be
registered against lhc property in lhc Land Registry Office.

4. Thal the slalemenls conlainecl in Schcclulc "/\'' hereto arc hereby clcclared lo be the
reasons for lhe al'orcsaid desig11nlion.

5. Schcclulcs "A" and "B" attached hereto shall form part of this by-law.

RE1\D A FIRST AND SECOND TIME THIS J 5TI I DAY OF DECEMBER, 1998. 

READ A THIRD Tl1vm AND PASSED THJS 15TH DAY OF DECEMBER, I 998. 
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Appendix "A" to 
Staff Report SRPI.22.048

THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN 
OF RICHMOND HILL  BY-LAW 
NO. 290-98

A By-law to Authorize the designation of 1000 Elgin Mills 
Road East, the Steckley-Eyer House under the Ontario 
Heritage Act

WIHEREAS Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, authorizes the Council of a municipality 
to enact by-laws to designate real properly to be of historic or architectural value or 
interest;

AND WHEREAS the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Richmond Hill has caused to be served 
on the owners of the lands and premises known as 1000 Elgin Mills Road East, Richmond 
Hill, and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation, notice of intention to so designate the 
aforesaid real property and has caused such notice of intention lo be published in a newspaper 
having general circulation in the municipality;
AND WHEREAS the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule �A� attached hereto;

NOW THEREFORE THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF RICHMOND 
HILL ENACTS AS FOLLOWS:

READ A FIRST AND SECOND TIME THIS 15TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1998.

1. That the real property located at 1000 Elgin Mills Road East, being Part of Lot 26,
Concession 2, comprising 16.10 acres in the Town of Richmond Hill, formerly Township
of Markham, in 
the Regional Municipality of York, more particularly described in Schedule B attached hereto, is hereby designated under part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, as being of historic 
or architectural value or interest.

READ A THIRD TIME AND PASSED THIS 15TH DAY OF DECEMBER, 1998.

2. That the Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served on the
owner 
of the aforesaid properly and on the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause
notice 
of the passing of this by-law to be published in a newspaper having general
circulation 
in the municipality.

3 That the Town Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be
registered 
against the property in the Land Registry Office.

4. That the statements contained in Schedule "A" hereto are hereby declared 
to be the reasons for the aforesaid designation.
5. Schedules �A� and �B� attached hereto shall form part of this by-law.



SCHEDULE "A" 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

Steckley-Eyer House 
West Y, Lol 26, Concession 2EYS 

1000 Elgin Mills !Zoml East 
circa 18]5 

The Stccklcy-1'\ycr !·louse a11d sto11c shed arc rccorn111c11dcd for dcsignatio11 rur historical and 
arc.hitcctmal reasons. 

Chrislinn Slecklcy .Tr., n Pc11nsylva11ia-Gcrm<1n immigrant rn1d ordained m1111ste1 or lhe Tunkcr

Church. purchased Lol 26, Concession 2, Markham Township, in 18]0. His ministry spanned 
ihe period from 1829 lo his death in 1865. Steckley was associated with several Markham lots, 
leading lo the speculation that he built a number of the early dwellings throughout the township, 
i11eludi11g this one, thought lo have been co

_
nsln1ctcd between 18]0 and 1837. 

Alkr passing through the ownership of William Stockdale ,mcl Alexander Wallis, the west I 00 
11c1·es 01· Lhe properly were acquired by David Eyer Jr. in 1850. Davi cl Eyer Jr. was born on the 
family homestead, clireclly ncross the road on Lol 25, in 1827. The Eyer family were 
Pennsylvania-Germans lhal arrived in Marklrn111 Township from Franklin County, Pennsylvania, 
in 1803. In addition to forming Lhc land, David Eyer Jr. established a slave and shingle factory 
adjacent to the Rouge River that operated between 1855 and 1882. 

[n the period following Eyer's clealh in 1882, the properly passed through milny hands until it 
was purclrnsccl by Dr. E. Clark Noble and his wife, Edith, in 1946. Dr. Noble was a noted 
colleelor of Canadiann l'urnilurc. Many of his pieces arc illuslralcd in ma_jor rcl'crencc books 011 
the subject. 

Archilcelurally, the main section of Lhe house follows the basic Ocorgiai1 model, charnclcrislic 
of the period of construction, with a rcclai1gular plan and 3-bay front. The clapboarcl-clad 
building !ms a I Y, storey height and a low-pile.heel gable roof with caves returns and a moulded 
cornice. Window openings, ornamcnlecl with moulded archilrnvcs, remain in Lhcir original si,.c 
nm! conligurnlion, but have largely been resashecl. The Neo-Classical front cloorcasc, with its 
complex moulded cntablature, blind sidelights, and altered 8-panellecl door, is a noteworthy 
fealure that may have been aclclecl to the building al a later elate. 

 Also signi!icanl arc the eastern one-storey docldy haus addition, with a similar Jinish lo the main 
house, and the single-storey rear wing that may have served as the original kitchen. A gable-roofed 
fieldstone oulbuilding llrnl is believed lo lrnvc once f'unclioncd as a creamery is 
locatecl lo the rear oC the house. 

SCHEDULE �A�

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION

Steckley-Eyer House West 1/2 Lot 26, Concession 
2EYS 1000 Elgin Mills Road East 
circa 1835

The Steckley-Eyer House and stone shed are recommended for designation for historical and architectural reasons.

Christian Steckley Jr., a Pennsylvania-German immigrant and ordained minister of the Tunker Church, purchased 
Lot 26, Concession 2, Markham Township, in 1830. His ministry spanned the period from 1829 
to his death in 1865. Steckley was associated with several Markham lots, leading to the speculation 
that he built a number of the early dwellings throughout the township, including this one, thought 
to have been constructed between 1830 and 1837.

Alter passing through the ownership of William Stockdale and Alexander Wallis, the west 100 acres of the 
property were acquired by David Eyer Jr. in 1850. David Eyer Jr. was born on the family homestead, 
directly across the road on Lot 25, in 1827. The Eyer family were Pennsylvania-Germans that 
arrived in Markham Township from Franklin County, Pennsylvania, in 1803. In addition to farming the 
land, David Eyer Jr. established a stave and shingle factory adjacent to the Rouge River that operated 
between 1855 and 1882.

In the period following Eyer�s death in 1882, the property passed through many hands until it was purchased 
by Dr. E. Clark Noble and his wife, Edith, in 1946. Dr. Noble was a noted collector of Canadiana 
furniture. Many of his pieces are illustrated in major reference books on the subject.

Architecturally, the main section of the house follows the basic Georgian model, characteristic of the period of construction, 
with a rectangular plan and 3-bay front. The clapboard-clad building has a 1 1/2 storey height and a low-pitched 
gable roof with eaves returns and a moulded cornice. Window openings, ornamented with moulded architraves, 
remain in their original size and configuration, but have largely been re-sashed. The Neo-Classical front doorcase, 
with its complex moulded entablature, blind sidelights, and altered 8-paneiled door, is a noteworthy feature that 
may have been added to the building at a later date.

Also significant are the eastern one-storey doddy haus addition, with a similar finish to the main house, and the single-storey 
rear wing that may have served as the original kitchen. A gable-roofed fieldstone outbuilding that is believed 
to have once functioned as a creamery is located to the rear of the house.



SCHEDULE "B" 

ALL AND SINGULAR thnl certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, lying nnd being 
in the Town of Richmond I-Till, formerly Township of Markham, in the Regional Municipality of 
York and being composed of Part of Lot 26, Concession 2, comprising 16.10 acres and being 
more parliculnrly described as follows: 

l'REMJSTNG lhal all bearings herein me aslrnnomic, derived from lhe north 9 degrees 57 
minutcs-40 seconds west or the westerly limit or the said Lot 26 as shown on a !'Ian regislered in 
lhc Land Registry Office for lhc Land i<.cgislry Division of York Region as No. 7858 ;md me 
rclcrrcd lo longitude 79 degrees 25 111inulcs 10 seconds west; 

COMMENCING al a poinl in the nmlhcrly limit of Elgin Mills Road East as widened by ,111

Exproprialio11 Plan regislered in tire said Land Regislry Oflice as No. 9586 where lhe same is 
intersected by a line connecting a point in the southerly limit of the said Lot 26 distant I ,8 I 7.94
feet measured easterly thereon from lire south-west angle of the said Lot with a point in the 
northerly limit of the said Lot 26 clislanl 1,825 08 reel measured easterly thereon from the 
rn1rth-wcst angle of ihc said lol, the Inst mentioned inlcrscclinn being clislnnt I 7. I 3 feel measured 
northerly nlong the snid co1111ccling line l"t-0111 lite soullll 'rly l:imil or Lot 2G ,rl"orcsnid; 

THENCE EASTERLY along said norlhly limit of Elgin lV!ills Road East as widened 530.83 feet 
lo an iron pipe; 

THENCE NORTHERLY i11 ,r strnight line I ,31 J feet lo an ii·on pipe in the northerly limit of Lot 
26, saicl point being 2,357.08 feel measmed easterly along the said northerly limit rrom the 
north-west ai1gle thereof; 

THENCE WESTERLY along the saicl northerly limit 5]2 feel to an iron pipe said point being 
1,825.08 feet measured easterly along the northerly limit from the north-west angle thereof; 

Tl 113NCE SOUTHERLY in n slrnii;hl line l ,J 11.41 feet lo lire point or commcnccmenl as 
previously clcscribcd in ]41035. 

SCHEDULE �B�

ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises situate, lying and being in the Town 
of Richmond Hill, formerly Township of Markham, in the Regional Municipality of York and being composed 
of Part of Lot 26, Concession 2, comprising 16.10 acres and being more particularly described 
as follows:

PREMISING that all bearings herein are astronomic, derived from the north 9 degrees 57 minutes-40 seconds 
west of the westerly limit of the said Lot 26 as shown on a Plan registered in the Land Registry 
Office for the Land Registry Division of York Region as No. 7858 and are referred to longitude 
79 degrees 25 minutes 10 seconds west;

COMMENCING at a point in the northerly limit of Elgin Mills Road East as widened by an Expropriation Plan registered in 
the said Land Registry Office as No. 9586 where the same is intersected by a line connecting a point in the southerly limit 
of the said Lot 26 distant 1,817.94 feet measured easterly thereon from the south-west angle of the said Lot with a point 
in the northerly limit of the said Lot 26 distant 1,825 08 feel measured easterly thereon from the north-west angle of 
the said lot, the last mentioned intersection being distant 17.13 feet measured northerly along the said connecting line from 
the southerly limit of Lot 26 aforesaid;

THENCE EASTERLY along said northly limit of Elgin Mills Road East as widened 530.83 feet to an iron 
pipe;

THENCE NORTHERLY in a straight line 1,313 feet to an iron pipe in the northerly limit of Lot 26, said point 
being 2,357.08 feel measured easterly along the said northerly limit from the north-west angle thereof,

THENCE WESTERLY along the said northerly limit 532 feel to an iron pipe said point being 1,825.08 feet 
measured easterly along the northerly limit from the north-west angle thereof;

THENCE SOUTHERLY in a straight line 1,311.41 feet to the point of commencement as previously described 
in 341035.




